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The Pan-American Congress. 

The most important event of the past month in 
the international political world has been the meeting 
of the third International American Conference at 
Rio Janeiro. The Conference is scheduled to close 
by the first of September, but the probabilities are 
that it will continue a month or two longer. Its 
predecessor, which met at Mexico City in the winter 
of 1901-2, sat from the 22d of October to the 31st 
of January, and the first one, held at Washington in 
1889-90, was several weeks longer. 

The Rio Conference opened at 8 o'clock in the 
evening on the 23d of last month. Its meeting is 
described by the dispatches as the greatest inter- 
national event that Rio Janeiro has ever known. 
The Pavilion of St. Louis, brought home from the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition and set up in the 
Brazilian capital, is the place of meeting. The 
building is in the midst of the gardens overlooking 
the bay. Thousands of persons, gathered in the 
brilliantly illuminated gardens, cheered the delegates 
as they entered, and the warships in the harbor threw 
their searchlights upon the building making it almost 
as light as day. 



The Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Baron 
de Rio-Branco, opened the Conference. In his ad- 
dress of welcome he emphasized the great importance 
of the meeting and referred to the re-establishment 
of peace in Central America through the efforts of 
President Roosevelt and President Diaz of Mexico, 
to both of whom the Conference voted its hearty 
thanks. The Brazilian Ambassador at Washington, 
Joaquim Nabuco, was chosen president of the Con- 
ference, and Baron de Rio-Branco and Secretary 
Root honorary presidents. 

It is too early yet to make any accurate estimate 
of the work that will actually be accomplished. The 
committees have been appointed and are already at 
their labors. Hon. William I. Buchanan, the head of 
the American delegation, is chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Drago Doctrine, considered the most im- 
portant committee of the Conference. Prof. Paul S. 
Reinsch of the University of Wisconsin (named in 
pla*ce of President Edmund J. James whose health 
would not permit him to go) is chairman of the 
Committee on Commercial Relations; Prof. Leo S. 
Rowe of the University of Pennsylvania, chairman 
of the Committee on Codification of Laws ; Ex-Judge 
Montagu of Virginia, chairman of the Committee 
on Patents; Hon. Julio Larrinaga, Porto Rican 
Commissioner to the United States, chairman of the 
Committee on Sanitation; Hon. Van Leer Polk of 
Tennessee, chairman of the Committee on Publica- 
tions and General Welfare; and Mr. Buchanan, 
chairman of the Committee on Rules and Credentials. 
This gives a large number of the important chair- 
manships to the United States Commissioners, and 
our delegates are also reported to have the most 
prominent position on the floor. This is all due 
doubtless to the great courtesy of the president and 
of the delegates from the other governments, and to 
their respect for our country, and has no other mean- 
ing. It will, however, give our delegation large 
influence in the deliberations, which we are sure they 
will use wisely and beneficently, as they are men of 
exceptional character and high and disinterested 
motives. Mr. Buchanan, the chairman, was also 
head of our delegation to the Mexican Conference in 
1901-02, and probably understands and appreciates 
South America better than any other citizen of this 
country. 

The subjects before the Conference are : " Reorgan- 
ization of the Bureau of American Republics " ; 
" Codification of International Laws " ; " Arbitration, 



